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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Currently amended): A compound Compounds of the general formula I 




wherein 

and are each a cyano group, 

R^, R"*, R^ and R® are independently selected from hydrogen atoms, 

unsubstituted Ci-Cio alkyi groups, or unsubstituted C2-C10 
alkenyl groups, 

X 48 has an alkyI, alky l aryl or a l ky I cyc l oalky i group conta i n i ng 1 

to 20 carbon atoms and optiona ll y 1 to 10 h e t e ro atoms, and 
compris i ng alkvlphenvl. alkvlcvcloalkvl. phenyl, or alkvl. 
alkvlphenvl. or alkvlcvcloalkvl in which the alkvl group of the 
alkvL alkvlphenvl. or alkvlcvcloalkvl is interrupted by 1-3 
hetero atoms selected from the group consisting of O and N. 
and the alkvl interrupted by said 1-3 hetero atoms optionally 
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has from one to three hydroxy functional groups, and X 

further has at least one group including at least one hetero 

atom which is positiyely or negatiyely charged wherein said 

group is selected from the group consistino of a quaternary 

ammonium group, a quaternary ammonium amine group. 

-O-SO:^-. -COO'. -0-PO:^H-. -0-POg-^ -SOg-. -POgH'. and 

-POa"^. and X has from 1 to 10 carbon atoms and from 1 to 

10 hetero atoms , and 

Y is a counterion selected from the group consisting of a 

quaternarv ammonium ion, an alkali metal ion, an alkali earth 
metal ion. a triethanol ammonium ion. an 
aminomethylpropanol ion, a tris(tromethamine) ion, and a 
halogen ion . 

2-3. (Canceled). 

4. (Currently amended): The compound Compound according to claim 1 , 
wherein X conta i ns has from 1 to 6 hetero atoms. 

5. (Currently amended): The compound Compound according to claim [[4]] 
1, wherein the 1-10 hetero atoms are each selected from the group consisting of 
nitrogen, oxygen, sulfur and phosphor atoms. 
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6. (Currently amended): The compound Compound according to claim 1, 
wherein the at least one group including at least one hetero atom which Is positively or 
negatively charged has one positive charge. 

7. (Cunrently amended): The compound Compound according to claim 6, 
wherein the at least one group which has one positive charge is a quaternary 
ammonium group. 

8. (Currently amended): The compound Compound according to claim 7, 
wherein Y is a halogen atem ion. 

9. (Currently amended): The compound Compound according to claim 1. 
wherein the at least one group which is positively or negatively charged has one 
negative charge. 

10. (Currently amended): The compound Compound according to claim 9, 
wherein the at least one group which has one negative charge is selected from the 
group consisting of -C00\ -O-SO3 and -O-PO3H'. 

11. (Canceled). 

12. (Currently amended): The compound Compound according to claim 1. 
wherein r e s i du e and are each hydrogen atoms. 

13. (Currently amended): The compound Compound according to claim 1, 
wherein r e s i du e s R® and R® are independently selected from hydrogen atoms and Ci-Cs 
alkyi groups. 
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14. (Canceled). 

15. (Currently amended): The compound Compound according to claim 1, 
which is selected from the group consisting of: 
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16. (Currently amended): An UV-A screening composition comprising a 
compound according to claim 1 . 

17. (Currently amended): The UV-A screening composition according to 
claim 16, which is a cosmetic composition for protecting skin or hair against UV-A 
radiation. 

18-22. (Canceled). 

23. (New): The compound according to claim 7, wherein the quaternary 
ammonium group is a pyridinyl. 

24. (New): The compound according to claim 7, wherein the quaternary 
ammonium group comprises a charged nitrogen which interrupts the alky! group of the 
alkyi, alkylphenyl, or alkylcycloalkyl. 
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25. (New): The compound according to claim 15, wherein the compound 
is selected from the group consisting of: 
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C / 



NC 





NC 



SO3 NHCCHjCHpH), 




NC 



1 ^ » 

SO, NH(CH^CHpH)g 



SO^Na 



SO3K 




SO3H 
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SO,Na 
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